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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can help you 
find the restrooms, family room or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

The crown jewel of the coming kingdom is the resurrection of the dead. One day, Jesus will 
defeat the last enemy (1 Corinthians 15:27) and life will reign again in our new Eden with 
God. On our Lenten walk to Calvary, the Church sees the Savior come face to face with 
death and defeat it completely. During our Lenten walk, the Prayer of the Day asks God to 
help us remember that Jesus, who is resurrection and life, has made us heirs of eternal life. 

The liturgical color* for this Sunday is purple, as we solemnly realize our sin makes it 
impossible for us to win salvation outside of faith in Jesus.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (NIV84) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION . 
NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.TM  Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Common Service. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903 
PSALM 130. Refrain, Tune and setting: Michael Joncas. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago IL.  Psalm Tone Tune 
and setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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THE COMMON SERVICE  
The common service is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

WELCOME

OPENING SONG Lord, We Confess Our Numerous Faults| CW 398

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. | CW p.16
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C:   ♫ Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,
We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory,
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord.
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
Are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and 
bore the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may 
receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ  
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   

C:  Amen. 
Be seated.

The Word

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 37:1-14
A heap of dry bones might seem hopeless, but not with the Spirit of God.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 130| CW p.114

Refrain: ♫ Remember your mercy, O Lord;
Remember your mercy and love.

Out of the depths I cry to ′you, O LORD;*
O Lord, ′hear my voice.

Let your ears be ′attentive*
To my cry for ′mercy.

If you, O LORD, kept a rec′ord of sins,*
O Lord, ′who could stand?

But with you there is for′giveness;*
therefore ′you are feared.

Refrain

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I ′put my hope.*
My soul waits for the Lord more than
watchmen wait for the ′morning.

O Israel, put your hope ′in the LORD,*
For with the LORD is unfailing love
and with him is full re′demption.

Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:11-19
Since the Spirit lives in us, we will live forever.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
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VERSE OF THE DAY   
M: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
C: and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:45)

Please stand.
GOSPEL LESSON John 11:17-27, 38-45
Jesus demonstrates his power over death.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!

CONFESSION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               In the Hour of Trial | CWS 116

SERMON - OUR GROANS WILL GIVE WAY TO GLORY  
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Please stand.
RESPONSE                                       | CW p.20
 ♫  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. ♫

Be seated.

OFFERING
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

HYMN How Blest They Are | CW 607
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Please stand.
CLOSING PRAYER | CW p.25
M: Let us pray together.
C: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes 

from above.  Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the 
joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast 
faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C:   ♫ Amen.  Amen.  Amen. ♫

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN I Fall Asleep in Jesus’ Wounds | CW 608
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In Ezekiel 37, God interprets his miracle for Ezekiel (verses 11-14). Thinking about 
connections to the other two readings, in what ways does this miraculous sign apply 
to our lives?

2. Read all of John 11; it covers the entire story of Lazarus being raised, but also has 
strong implications for the journey to the cross.

a. In verses 1-16, there’s some fascinating back-and-forth between Jesus and his 
disciples.

i. Note what Jesus says in verse 4. In what other chapter in John’s 
Gospel did Jesus say something similar?

ii. What divine qualities of Jesus do we see in verses 11-16?
iii. What human qualities do we see from the disciples in these verses? 

Try to find some positive along with the negative.
b. Looking at what Martha does and says in this account, in what ways can you 

imitate her in times of trouble?
c. What comfort do you find in knowing that Jesus wept at the grave of 

Lazarus?
d. In the closing verses of John 11, what special detail do we get about 

Caiaphas, the high priest?
e. What wisdom can we take from Jesus’ actions in verse 54?

3. Here’s an activity based on Romans 8:18 that you can do at the end of every day, 
week, or month: keep a journal and divide the page into two columns. On one side, 
write out your present sufferings. On the other side, write the glorious promises that 
God has given you. Yes, it might get repetitive, but it will be a reminder that 
sufferings are not worth comparing to God’s glory!

4. Read the rest of Romans 8—it’s a great chapter of comfort and hope. As an exercise, 
after reading it (perhaps a few times), write down three to five themes that appear in 
this chapter. Then explore what the rest of the Bible has to say about these themes. 
Here’s one to start: Live by the Spirit, not by the flesh.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BAPTISM

During a private ceremony on Saturday, Theadora Iris Whitley was made a child of God 
through the sacrament of Baptism. Theadora’s parents are Alistair & Rebecca Whitley. 
Her grandparents are Paul & Jenny Hafermann.

VIEWING PROBLEMS?

Due to the increased number of people across the country using streaming services on 
Sunday mornings, our worship service may not be posted on our website immediately 
after the livestream. It should appear there later in the morning or even early afternoon.  
Please keep checking back, or try watching on facebook.

If you have buffering or other problems, please try using a different browser. We have 
heard that Microsoft Edge is not working well for some. Google Chrome and Mozilla 
Firefox work better. If you continue to have problems, please remember that you can 
request a DVD.

OFFICE HOURS REDUCED

The church office has reduced its hours to 10AM-2PM. You can stop in to drop off 
donations, purchase scrip, or take care of other business. You can also call or email if you 
have any questions: 715-421-3634 ~ churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

EASTER ITEMS

Easter items and some cards from our bookstore have been moved to the church office to 
make them more accessible.  

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS

If you stop by the church, be sure to pick up a holy devotional booklet, Christ in the 
Tabernacle.  Martin Luther College is providing these as a gift to you.  The devotions look 
at how the Old Testament tabernacle pointed to the coming Savior. You can also 
download or read the devotions online, request that we send them to your personal email 
on a daily basis (April 5-12), or listen to podcasts read by the authors. Just visit mlc-
wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/
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NEED MORE SPIRITUAL ENCOURAGEMENT DURING THE WEEK?

WELS.net and TimeOfGrace.org offer daily devotions. Subscribe on their website or on 
facebook. Also check out ForwardInChrist.net. They are offering free online access to their 
April issue. You can also read past articles and watch videos from the WELS. 

OFFERINGS

We still need to support our called workers and pay the mortgage even if we are not 
having worship gatherings, so your regular offerings continue to be important.  You can 
bring in your offering envelope or mail it. Online giving options can be found on our 
website under the GIVE tab (www.stpaulswr.org/give).

PRAYER REQUESTS?

To ensure your prayer requests are received before the Sunday service, please send them 
before 2:00PM on Friday. If you have a last minute request, please call or text Pastor 
Proeber: 989-780-3184. Other options: Call 715-421-3634; email churchoffice@ 
stpaulswr.org; our website: www.stpaulswr.org/prayers; and Facebook messenger.

PURCHASE SCRIP ONLINE

If you regularly purchase scrip on Sunday morning, you may want to set up an online 
account at www.shopwithscrip.com. (If you are setting up a new account, our enrollment 
code is 574FCC7712591.) You can pay for your order online, either through your bank 
account or credit card. Many retailers offer virtual cards (ScripNow) that you can use for 
online purchase, or you can print and take with you.  Directions can be found on our 
website, www.stpaulswr.org/scrip, or contact Deb DeWilde (715-569-4018 or 
stpaulsscripwr@gmail.com) and she will help you. 

OFFERING REPORT

From July 1, 2019 to March 20, 2020

Actual ministry income: $775,892
Actual cost of ministry:           $806,359    

Mortgage balance:                 $1,400,633
      

our sufferings at 
the present time are 
not worth comparing 
with the glory that 

is going to be 
revealed to us 

- Romans 8:18
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